Every 1 to T years, a large pool of warm water
builds vp In the Pacific Dcean, alony the equator,
wear the west coast of South America. The warm
water heats the air above it, affecting the air
pressure, the sea level and the winds that blow
acrass the Pacific. All these Factors affect
weather around the world, caviing heavy rains
In diry areas (Arizona) and droughts in places
that are wormally humid. This condition 15 called
(‘E[ N)'Ko“.

Weather depends a lof on ocean temperatures.
Where the ocean IS warm, more clovds form and
more rain Falls 1w that part of the world. ln the
Pacific Dcean, near the equator, the fun makes
the water especially warm on the surface.

[n normal years, f‘f'VonCJ winds QLOV\CJ the ecLVQTOV
push the warm surface water westward toward
lndonesia. When this happens, colder water from
vnderneath rises vp towards the surface and
keeps the ocean cool.

Recent EL Niko years have been 1969, 1971-13,
1976, 1981-87, 1986-87, 1991-91 and 1997.
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Every 1 to T vyears, warm water builds vp In the
Pacific Dcean, wear South America. The warm
water heats the aiv above it, affecting air
pressure, the sea level and the winds that blow
across the Pacific. This is called ‘EL NIND' and it
affects weather all around the world, cavsing
heavy rains In diy areas (Arizona) and droughts
In places that are normally rainy.
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Weather depends on ocean temperatures.
Where the ocean IS warm, more rain falls
In that part of the world. In EL Niko vears,
the Pacific Dcean I extra warm on the
surface. ln normal vyears, Strong winds push
the warm surface water west toward
Indonesia. When this L\QPPQV\{, colder water
From vnderneath rises vp towards the
surface and keeps the ocean cool.
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