Whatisa
RAIN SHADOW?

Did vou know that TucSon 1§ In 2
VQCJ)OV\ called a rain shadow?

AIR RISES, cOOLS &
PRECIPITATES
(RAINS

DRIER AIR DROPS
AND HEATS UP,
L~ DECREASING HUMIDITY

& RAIN CHANCES

WIND BLOWS
wET AIR
INTO SLOPES

RAINY $IDE OF RAINSHADOW

MOUNTAINS DESERT
A rainshadow i1 a dry reqion that i
downw)hd o( a M0un1'3}n wlﬂn VQfPQCT to
the PVQVQ)UV\CJ w)nd C“VQCﬁOh.

A rainshadow Is also called a precipitation
shadow. This L\QPPQHK when 2 rain clovd
rises to the top of a mountaln range where
the cool aiv Squeezes ouvt the moisture and
makes It rain.

By the time the wind blows the clovd to
our Side of the mountain, the clovds’
capacity to hold water increases taking any
rmolsture available From the soll, plants, or
even fw)l"‘r")nfj Poo[.f.

Pima County Regional For more information about

ELQQDT((?{N,TEOTL our climate and flood safety

visit www.rfcd.pima.gov
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