
PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation Measures
Group 1 - Enforcement/Compliance 

Subdivisions and Commercial Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to Consider

Inspections Set up an inspection process that will not greatly 
increase staff time necessary for the inspection. 
How will inspections be triggered/inititated?
How to implement?  
Require baseline photographic documentation of 
mitigation areas on a yearly basis for 5 years.  
Send out a standard letter when yearly deadline 
approaches, monitor deadline with data 
management system.   
Will need to set-up starting point for monitoring 
requirements (when does "time zero" begin?).
Who will monitor?  Home Owners Association 
(HOA) or individual lot owner?  (Will depend 
upon where mitigation plantings are placed, 
common area vs. individual lot).
Develop a monitoring process chart (similar to the 
Submittal and Review Process chart included in 
the current guidelines) and identify owner 
responsibilities. 
Develop a checklist for items to be included in the 
monitoring submittal. 

Additional Notes:

Comments/Notes

Monitoring of mitigation 
plantings (Section 
16.30.050.C.5)



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation Measures
Group 1 - Enforcement/Compliance 

Single Lot Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to Consider

Inspections

When will the inspections be performed, what will 
trigger inspection?  At time of final inspection, 
prior to Certificate of Occupancy (does not always 
correlate with growing season)?

How to implement?  
Require baseline photographic documentation of 
mitigation areas on a yearly basis for 5 years.  
Send out a standard letter as the yearly deadline 
approaches. Attach informational brochures to 
letter regarding RH related topics such as noxious 
weed ID/removal, birding information, etc.  

Will need to set-up starting point for monitoring 
requirements (when does "time zero" begin?).
Consider cost and staffing requirements for 
sending out letters and brochures.

Additional Notes:

Comments/Notes

Set-up an inspection process that will not greatly 
increase staff time necessary for the inspection. 

Monitoring of mitigation 
plantings (Section 
16.30.050.C.5)



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation Measures
Group 1 - Enforcement/Compliance 

Single Lot Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to Consider

Property may change ownership over 5 year 
maintenance period.
How to effectively disclose RH mitigation 
responsibility to new owners?  (implement 
covenants, transfer of monitoring requirement). 
Notification of new owners.  
Periodic inspections over the 5 year maintenance 
period.
Back to education.  Ultimately, it will be the 
property owner’s responsibility to understand the 
benefits of leaving RH areas undisturbed.   
Monitoring plan should help in this respect.
Develop a monitoring process chart (similar to the 
Submittal and Review Process chart included in 
the current guidelines) and identify owner 
responsibilities. 
Develop a checklist for items to be included in the 
monitoring submittal. 

Additional Notes:

Secondary Impacts

Comments/Notes

Property Owner 
notification of RH 
mitigation maintenance 
responsibilities



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation 
Group 2 - Education Measures

Subdivisions and Commercial Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Educating the 
development community 
about benefits of 
preserving RH.

Offer incentives for avoiding habitat. 
For example, the Zoning code allows for 
a reduction in development standards if 
habitat is avoided. 
Write the requirements and incentives 
into the guidelines. 
Many times property owners do not look 
at subdivision plat. What other methods 
can be used to inform property owners 
of RH on property?
Refer to this information about mapped 
Riparian Habitat areas being on plats 
and development plans within the 
guidelines. 
Add language to CC&R's at time of 
platting for all new subdivisions. 
Research how to implement. 

Additional Notes:

Include detail 
information about 
mapped RH on plats and 
development Plans

CC&R's                  
(Codes, Covenants & 
Restrictions)

Comments/Notes



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation 
Group 2 - Education Measures

Single Lot Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Covenants

Present draft copy to MWG (see 
attahced)
Account for disturbance due to need of a 
"defensible space" around structures. 
Since this may be a requirement by local 
fire districts, allow for reduced 
mitigation for disturbance due to 
creation of "defensible space".  Require 
of property owner documentation by 
Fire District that defensible space is 
necessary. 
Determine areas where this mitigation 
reduction can be used (research which 
fire districts have "defensible space" 
requirements). 

Additional Notes:

Fire Safety

Comments/Notes

In beginning stages of implementation.



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation
Group 3- Implementation of RH Ordinance Measures 

Subdivisions and Commercial Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Divide amount of disturbance due to 
infrastructure and distribute between 
individual lots; note on plat?  
Or, do not consider disturbance 
cumulative?
3 types of large scale 
Residential/commercial developments 
include; large lot subdivisions, mass-
graded subdivisions and master block 
plat subdivisions.  
How do we want to address cumulative 
RH disturbance within each?

Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan 
(SDCP) Conservation Land System 
(CLS) places priority on riparian 
habitat.  

When determining where to locate 
NUOS on property, preservation of RH 
should always take priority (see Title 
18.72 and SDCP).

Additional Notes: 

Floodplain Management 
Ordiance (FPMO) & 
Native Plant 
Preservation Ordinance 
(NPPO) working 
together to make the 
process easier.

Comments/Notes

Disturbance of less than 
1/3 ac at time of review 
due to infrastructure.

Cumulative Disturbance



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation
Group 3- Implementation of RH Ordinance Measures 

Subdivisions and Commercial Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Floodplain Management 
Ordiance (FPMO) & 
Native Plant 
Preservation Ordinance 
(NPPO) working 
together to make the 
process easier.

Develop guidelines for planting RH 
mitigation plantings within Natrual 
Undisturbed Open Space (NUOS) 
(work w/ Zoning).   

Incentives for developers to reduce 
impacts to RH (reduction in mitigation 
requirement for either NPPO and/or 
FPMO).  Develop guidelines for 
reduction amounts.

From the SDCP “IRA’s are extremely 
important elements in this CLS and 
every effort should be made to protect, 
restore and enhance the structure and 
functions of these areas...”  Generally, if 
an area was disturbed prior to effective 
date of FPMO, it is not counted toward 
new disturbance.

If in IRA and disturbed area is restoring 
on its own, should any new disturbance 
be counted toward total disturbance?  
This same question should be asked for 
other classifications (H/M, XA-D) as 
well.

Additional Notes:

Implementation of 
Important Riparian 
Areas (IRA)

Comments/Notes



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation
Group 3- Implementation of RH Ordinance Measures 

Single Lot Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Incentives Develop incentives in guidelines

Develop guidelines.
IRA vs. other classifications?
If site is restoring on own, should new 
disturbance be counted toward 
mitigation requirement?  
Is natural restoration of disturbed site 
creating a desirable plant community?

FPMO & NPPO working 
together to make the 
process easier

SDCP Conservation Land System 
(CLS) places priority on riparian 
habitat.  

When determining where to locate 
NUOS on property, preservation of RH 
should always take priority.  
Incentives for property owners to 
reduce impacts to RH (reduction in 
mitigation requirement for either NPPO 
and/or FPMO).
Develop guidelines for planting RH 
mitigation requirements within NUOS 
(work with zoning). 

Additional Notes:

Comments/Notes

How to regulate 
previously disturbed RH.



PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
Revision of Riparian Habitat Mitigation
Group 3- Implementation of RH Ordinance Measures 

Single Lot Development
Solutions Discussion/Obstacles/Difficulties to 

Consider
Account for disturbance due to need of 
a “defensible space” around structure.
Since this may be a requirement by local 
fire districts, allow for reduced 
mitigation for disturbance due to 
creation of “defensible space”.  Require 
of property owner documentation by 
Fire District that defensible space is 
necessary.  
Determine areas where this mitigation 
reduction can be used (research which 
fire districts have “defensible space” 
requirements).

Additional Notes:

Comments/Notes

Fire Safety


